

THE WORLD AND ITS PEOPLES

HAVE a friend who possesses a map
so remarkable that I shall try some
day to persuade him to publish it for
the use of every boy and girl who begins
to dream of romantic foreign lands and
peoples. He began the map at the age of
nine and stopped adding to it (he never
finished it) when he was about fifteen
years old. It is entirely imaginary except
that there are a few real place names
upon it. When he came across a dream-
awakening name he added it to the map
and when he couldn't find the right sort
of name he invented one. The "Great
Calurian Forest of Urpland" stretches,
dark and menacing, between two giant
river basins; and in a distant corner is the
''East Roubon Wilderness" where one
can be sure that the wild stag has his
haunts. Who could help wondering what
tragedies might be related by the brooks
and groves of the "Highlands of Lisende"
or what secret dell one might find there ?
Why do I think of naval battles as I read
the name "Gatoria Islands," and can't you
imagine some "scientific mountain-sealer"
camping in "Eccentric Bay" ?

Few boys and girls draw dreams of this
sort on paper but all boys and girls have
them. That is one reason why clouds of
books called "supplementary readers5' are
distributed by the publishers of textbooks
of geography. Everyone knows that a
textbook is flat and lacks perspective while
the things of life are in perspective, that
is, real things are related to a lot of other
real things, and one thing is important
while of another we say, "never mind,
that doesn't matter/' When one thing
matters and another doesn't matter all the
way through life, why pretend that all
the things that we learn in textbooks are
so important?

The reason why we all like books of
the sort that make up this Lands and
Peoples series, which I have been asked
to introduce to the boys and girls of
America (not overlooking parents who
believe in taking graduate courses with
their children!), is because of the reality
of the life that we see pictured through
text and photograph. We forget about
"geography" and "history" and all the
"subjects" of school, and see them here